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The Burrowing Owl our 
National Bird 


By: Roland W. Peterson 



Photo by Drs. Greg Peterson 


Aruba is a little island coun¬ 
try It is small, but it is a coun¬ 
try. Every country has its flag 
and anthem. 

Aruba also has its own 


flag and anthem, It also has 
its own currency. 

Amongst the things we are 
officially missing are the na¬ 
tional flower and tree and 


also of course our national 
bird. One that no other coun¬ 
try has as their national bird 

I looked all over and read 
many articles to see which 
bird should this be. 

I came up with the follow¬ 
ing criteria that the bird must 
have: 

1- It has to be an en¬ 
demic bird of Aruba. It only 
lives in Aruba 

2- It has to be a bird 
everyone knows. 

3- It has to be a bird we 
are proud of 

4- It has to be a bird 
that never migrates. 

5- It has to have the 
support of the Foundation 
ABC, which came up (during 
their calendar launch) with 
the idea of the Owl being our 
National Bird. 

6- Preferably it has to 
be a bird that no other coun¬ 
try has as their national bird. 

After examining the 
above mentioned criteria, I 
came up with our “Burrow¬ 
ing Owl” (Athene cunicularia 
arubensis) 

Because of the following: 

* When the first human set 
foot on Aruba our owl was 
here to welcome him. 

* Several cave drawings 
of the old Indians depict our 
owl. 

With some reservation I 
can conclude that the owl is 
an Aruban bird. 

Continued on page 5 


Hearts On Fire* 

THE WORID'S MOST 
PEBFECTIV CUT DIAMOND* 
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Jcwelfy by Hearts On Fire 
Starling at $249 

\icw the entire 

cnUeclion at heartsonrirc.eom 


Noble Jewelers 

Weststraat ^4, Shop Oranjestad 
Aruba I 297.583*8780/8785 


Insure a happy New Year 
by being fireworks smart 
and safe 



See story on page 12 



$5 OFF 

adult general admission 


BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 
AT FULL PRICE, 
RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 

AT $5.00 OFF 

Not valid lor special events 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 

Le Petff 




Located at; 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - il AM 


Le PeHt C^e 


CftfM t^^iSfaoranf ^ Bat €veta O&tj S’-? -pa* 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (friedf scrambled Oi* poached) 
ivith bacon^ and link sausage^ 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


Dinner Salad 

OP 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 



All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


MOAa>/iy, AaO) Mirsxc. 


Record flooding hits eastern Australia 


QUEENSLAND, Australia - 
Australians struggled to keep 
dry yesterday after record 
flooding made many eastern 
towns look more like vast 
lakes than residential commu¬ 
nities. 

Half of Queensland has 
been declared a disaster zone, 
and more rain is forecast for 
the next few days, according to 
the Bureau of Meteorology. 
The towns of Chinchilla, 
Dalby and Theodore are the 
worst affected. 

Emergency workers called 
the situation dire and warned 
the worst is yet to come. The 
floodwaters were expected to 
submerge another 50 homes in 
Chinchilla, in Queensland’s 
southern inland, the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation re¬ 
ported yesterday. 

Flood warnings remained in 
effect for several rivers and 
some were expected to still rise 
1.5 meters (about 5 feet). 

In Theodore, residents 
sandbagged their homes. Hun¬ 
dreds of others were evacu- 
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Air France ordered to pay 
727,000 dollars to Brazilian kin 


ated. 

Photo above shows emer¬ 


gency personnel rescue a resi¬ 
dent from a flooded home. 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
(AFP) - Air France has been 
ordered to pay 727,000 dollars 
(540,000 euros) to relatives of 
a Brazilian family that died in 
the airline’s deadliest air acci¬ 
dent, a Rio-Paris flight that 
came down in the Atlantic in 
June 2009. 

A Rio de Janeiro court late 
Monday awarded the sum to 
the parents and grandparents of 
a 31 -year-old Brazilian 
woman, Luciana Clarkson 


Haiti grants OAS experts full access on 
vote controversy 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Haiti has granted Organiza¬ 
tion of American States ex¬ 
perts full access to verify the 
results of the country’s dis¬ 
puted presidential election, a 
top OAS official told AFP 
yesterday. 

Haiti’s Provisional Elec¬ 
toral Council (CEP) prom¬ 
ised a recount of the No¬ 
vember 28 election results 


after official results set off 
charges of fraud and rioting 
by angry supporters of a los¬ 
ing candidate. 

President Rene Preval, ac¬ 
cused of rigging the election in 
favor of his hand-picked can¬ 
didate, has delayed the recount 
until after an OAS mission was 
in place to verify the results. 
The Haitian government 


agreed on the terms of the 

Youth flood Rotterdam for 
annual Taize gathering 


mission’s review late Mon¬ 
day, OAS Assistant Secretary 
General Albert Ramdin told 
AFP. A first OAS team of six 
experts is scheduled to fly to 
Haiti tomorrow, he added. 

The experts will write up a 
report that will be sent to the 
Haitian government and then 
to the OAS permanent coun¬ 
cil, Ramdin said. 


Seba, who perished along with 
her husband and parents-in- 
law in the accident. 

The crash, which was par¬ 
tially blamed on the aircraft’s 
malfunctioning speed sensors, 
claimed the lives of all 228 
people on board, of more than 
30 nationalities. Most of those 
killed were French, Brazilian 
and German. 

Air France, through its in¬ 
surers, has made compensation 
payments to the relatives of the 
passengers and crew, but con¬ 
tinues to defend itself from lit¬ 
igation in Brazil. 

The airline’s press service 
in Brazil declined yesterday to 
give its reaction to the Rio 
judgement, which could open 
the way for other lawsuits. 

’’The airline does not com¬ 
ment on court decisions and 
will not issue any statement,” a 
spokesperson told AFP. 

On top of the damages for 
suffering, the Rio court or¬ 
dered Air France to pay Clark¬ 
son Seba’s mother 3,000 
dollars a month. 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands - About 30,000 young 
people have flooded into the 
Dutch city of Rotterdam for 
the opening of the 33rd annual 
gathering of the Taize non-de- 
nominational Christian com¬ 
munity, organisers said 
yesterday. 

’’The key words for this 
gathering are joy, compassion 
and forgiveness,” which will be 
the focus of five days of prayers 
and talks during the gathering, 
a spokesman for the commu¬ 
nity, Brother Emile, told AFP. 

About 10,000 Dutch youth 
and 20,000 young people from 
Poland, France, Russia and 
other countries are taking part 
in the celebration. 


The community, based in 
the eastern French village of 
Taize, was created in 1940 by 
25-year-old Brother Roger, 
from Switzerland. 

He sheltered Jewish refu¬ 
gees during World War II, and 
following the conflict looked 
after orphans, as well as caring 
for German prisoners of war. 

Brother Roger was stabbed 
to death by a mentally dis¬ 
turbed woman in 2005. 

The group draws tens of 
thousands of young people for 
prayer workshops held across 
the year at its base, and similar 
numbers at its annual gathering 
in a European city, tradition¬ 
ally held between Christmas 
and New Year. 



LA PAZ, Bolivia -- People queue to buy sugar, flour and oil 
at a store of the Bolivian state-run food production company 
Emapa guarded by the Police, in La Paz, yesterday, days after 
the announcement by President Evo Morales^ government of 
an increase in the price of petrol and diesel between 57% and 
83%. Truckers and transport unions are holding an open- 
ended strike across the country against the measure, while 
Morales defended the 83-percent hike on gasoline prices, say¬ 
ing previous subsidies were a "drain on the economy." 
(AFP PHOTO) 
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FASHION BOUTIQUE 

Avenida MilioCroes 12 Near Airport (locally Owned) Tel: 5833412 

SfiaBBy Sfiic 

carry ing tde Cutest in fasfiion 


^Receive a speciaCdiscount witfi tfiis JAd 


Food for Thought 

One of the greatest gifts we can give ourselves for the new year, 
is the gift of forgiveness. 

We must forgive ourselves for the stupid mistakes we made, 
for the impatience we displayed, for the lack of understanding we 
expressed. 

But, the greatest gift is that of forgiveness of others. We need 
to forgive others who hurt us, who slighted us, who neglected us, 
who cheated us, who lied about us; those who treated us unfairly. 
Forgive those who condemned us because they thought it was 
right to do so. Forgive them all. 

Forgiveness will free us to live and enjoy life to the fullest. 
Determine not be boxed in, shut in, crippled by a spirit of un¬ 
forgiveness. Forgive everyone and ask God to forgive you! 


Tony A.D. Green 

www.people-self-development.com 



En coneccion cu dianan di fiesta, SETAR N.V 
ta infomna orarionan di Teleshopnan 
y otro servicionan 


Ciahuebs 


Tur departammto ^cu excepcion di Call 7 45 a m ~ 11 ;30 p m. 


30 december 2010 Center y TelekiosK Airport) 


Diabierna 


Tur departamertto {cu esccepcion di Call Sera henter dia 


31 december 2010 Center y Telekiosk Airport) 


Diasabra 
1 januari 2011 


Tjr deparlamento (cu excepcion di Cail 
Center y Telekiosk Airport) 


Sera henter dia 


Durante e periodo menciona Call Center 
(114,117,118,121 y 138)ta keda habri normalmente, 

SETAR N.V. ta desea henter comunidad 
di Aruba un Prospero 2011. 


www.setauw FdIIdw us on UD 


^ SETAR 
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Looking Back Over 2010 
Everything Happened For a Reason 


As we come closer to the en¬ 
ding of another year, we do 
well to sit back awhile and just 
reminisce over the past twelve 
months. Think back over the 
things we saw, the places we 
visited, the experiences we 
had, the people we met, the 
friends we made or lost. We 
will be amazed at how very 
much happened in these past 
twelve months! Some things 
were fun and joyful, others 
were somber and sad. But, you 
know....they all happened for 
a reason! 

There were people who 
came into your life and now as 
you look back you can see that 
they were meant to be there, 
they served some sort of pur¬ 
pose, they taught you a lesson 
or helped figure out who you 
are or who you want to be¬ 
come. 

At the start of the year you 
couldn’t know who these peo¬ 
ple would be; a neighbor, a 
teacher, a long lost friend, a 
lover or even a complete 
stranger who, when they ap¬ 
peared, would affect your life 
in some profound way. But, 
today as you look back...see 
how they affected your life! 

Certain things happened to 
you during the year and at the 
time they seemed horrible, 
painful and unfair, but as you 
reflect now at the close of the 
year you realize that without 
overcoming those obstacles 
you would never have realized 
your potential, your strength. 


and your ability to overcome 
or surpass them all. 

You see, everything hap¬ 
pens to us for a reason. There 
is no such thing as chance or 
luck. Nothing happens by 
chance or by means of good or 
bad luck. Illness, injury, love, 
lost moments or true greatness 
and utter stupidity all occur to 
test our limits. 

Without these small tests, 
whether they are events, ill¬ 
nesses or relationships, life 
would be rather hum-drum and 
dull, like a straight, flat road to 
nowhere.safe and comfort¬ 

able, but dull and utterly point¬ 
less. 

The people you met who af¬ 
fected your life and successes 
and the downfalls you experi¬ 
enced, they are the ones who 
influenced and impacted who 
you are today. Even the bad 
experiences you can learn 
from. Don’t delete those bad 
experiences you had, they 
were the hard lessons you need 
to evaluate today and from 
which you can learn. 

Maybe somebody hurt 
you, betrayed you, or broke 
your heart this past year... for¬ 
give them. Remember, they 
came into your life providen¬ 
tially and not by chance. Un¬ 
knowingly, they should have 
helped you learn about trust 
and the importance of being 
cautious to whom you open 
your heart. 

If someone showed you 
love, love them back uncondi¬ 


tionally, not only because they 
love you, but because they are 
teaching you to love and to 
open your heart and eyes to 
things you would have never 
seen or felt without them. 

Decide today as you reflect 
back, to make every day in the 
new year count. Begin today to 
appreciate every moment you 
have and to take from it every¬ 
thing that you possibly can, for 
you may never be able to expe¬ 
rience it again. Talk to people 
you have never talked to be¬ 
fore, and learn to be a good lis¬ 
tener, let yourself fall in love, 
break free and set your sights 
high. If you have never fallen 
in love with you, develop a 
healthy love of self today! To 
really love others, you must 
first have a healthy love of 
yourself. You can make of 
your life anything you wish. 
Create your own life and then 
go out and live it this New 
Year! But, don’t leave God 
out; remember He too is ex¬ 
tremely interested in you and 
in your success and happiness 
in 2011! 

As you look back, did you 
fail; did you mess up in 2010? 
Okay, who didn’t in some 
fashion or the other? I firmly 
believe that you can always 
begin again. Get up, ‘wipe off 
the dust’ and begin again. Set 
your face as a flint to that next 
level of success and go for it 
with every ounce of your en¬ 
ergy! 


One Somali terror suspect remains in 
custody, 11 now freed 


ROTTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands — Five of the six Somali 
nationals who remained in cus¬ 
tody on suspicion of plotting a 
terrorist attack in the Nether¬ 
lands were released yesterday. 

Four were set free by the 
public prosecution department 
and one on the order of a 
judge. 

One remains in custody and 
can be held for a further three 
days. Two of the five released 
yesterday remain under inves¬ 
tigation. 

In total, 12 men were ar¬ 
rested by police in a phone 
shop and four homes in Rotter¬ 
dam and two motel rooms in 
Brabant on Friday. No 
weapons or explosives were 
found during the raids. 


The men are aged between 
19 and 48. Six are Rotterdam 
residents, five have ‘no fixed 
address’ and one came from 
Denmark. Five were released 
at the weekend and one on 
Monday and are no longer 
considered suspects. 

The Dutch intelligence 


agency, the AIVD, had been 
investigating the possibility of 
a terrorist threat in the Nether¬ 
lands by Somalis for some 
time. The investigation led the 
AIVD to believe an attack was 
planned over Christmas and 
passed their information on to 
the Public Prosecution. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


I E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com | 





























4 


Wednesday, December 29, 2010 


THE MORNING NEWS 




Pizza Bob 
Rest aurant & Pub 


Casa Del 


varkingilot 






unoa 


Eliotts 


Restaurant Italiano 


Bucuti 


RESTAURANT & PUB 


5889(m0 


RESTAURANT & PUB 


Happy Hour Everyday from 5'7pw 

Huy a aiedium pizza get a 

''We have also 2 for I on Prinks ^ 
We are open everyday from 1 law' -1 Ipw 


Boefie is on the look-out for friends and 
family members 



We would like to introduce 
Boefie to you, one of the don¬ 
keys living at the Aruban Don¬ 
key Sanctuary. She is the oldest 
of the newly-boms; about 6 
months old. Her mother Tootsie 
came to the sanctuary when she 
was pregnant with Boefie. Her 
mother had been roaming in the 
Jamanota vicinity together with 
two other donkeys. Boefie was 
already adopted before she was 
even bom; this was by two 
from Holland, who named her 
Boefie. But of course, this 
lovely donkey can use more 


adoptive parents. 

In the beginning, 
Boefie was very timid: 
she had learned that from 
her mother. But before 
we knew, she became 
jealous of colleague 
baby Thunder, who is 
very affectionate and 
who loves attention. 
Boefie wanted that too, 
so now you can pat and cuddle 
her and she adores that. You can 
really tell! 

Boefie has a chip, just like 
the other donkeys. This way she 
can be recognized and all her 
medical information is on it. 
The donkeys at the sanctuary 
are well-cared for: they get their 
food and drink and when they 
are sick the vet is called. Yes, 
they are expensive customers. 
The volunteers try to cover the 
cost through organizing all 
kinds of activities and by sell¬ 
ing nice souvenirs in the store. 


Fortunately there are visitors 
who adopt a donkey now and 
then, who donate money or 
who buy something in the store. 
They help keep the sanctuary 
afloat that way. 

The volunteers are now 
looking for people who wish to 
adopt Boefie. She will stay at 
the sanctuary, of course; the 
only thing that is needed is that 
AWG. 30,— per month is paid 
for her keep. In this way you 
help support this wonderful 
donkey as well as the sanctuary. 
You will receive a nice docu¬ 
ment and a super T-shirt. And if 
you like, your name and photo 
will be posted on our website. 

Please call the shelter at 595- 
2933 and become Boefie’s new 
family member; you can also 
register as an adoptive parent 
via our website www.ambadon- 
key.org or deposit a donation on 
our Amba Bank account 
40.03.025. Please help! 



-^1 Tel: (297) 68G-8640 

Located at Palm Beach #184 

Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. / Sundays 8 a.m. -10 p.m. 
next to Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
close to the traffic lights and high rise hotel area. 


Plunge into our turquoise 


ocean 


UNICASA 




nnp 


Supermarket 


unicasa 


MARK 



‘ U n o X 
Nieuwjaars- 
duik’ is the 
best cure for 
a hangover 

Freezing 
cold water, 
lots of shiv¬ 
ering bodies 
and shatter¬ 
ing teeth 
hurting 
from the 
cold: noth¬ 
ing of the above is expected to 
happen to you when you join 
the Unox Nieuwjaarsduik 
(New Year’s plunge), held at 
MooMba Beach on January 
1 St. On Aruba the water tem¬ 
perature is lovely, the sun is 
shining and guiding in the 
New Year with a plunge into 
the ocean is no hardship at all. 
So why not join the fun and the 
many people who are going to 
jump into the turquoise water, 
joining the thousands upon 
thousands others who are 
doing the same all over the 
world, but then in conditions 
one would not enjoy at all! 

This Second Diveversity/ 
MooMba Unox Nieuwjaars¬ 
duik has an added benefit: not 
only do you get rid of the 
hangover you might have from 
partying till early morning on 
the 31st, you get a bowl of 
Unox Erwtensoep with sau¬ 


sage as well. This Dutch tradi¬ 
tional pea soup will heat you 
up after your plunge and it will 
have you in terrific shape for 
more partying in no time flat. 

The Nieuwjaarsduik forms 
part of a worldwide series, but 
the one on Aruba will make 
everyone at home sick with 
jealousy when they see your 
lovely, toned, bronzed body on 
January 1. At noon, 12 o’clock 
sharp, the signal for the plunge 
is given and swimmers will be 
racing off towards the ocean 
seeking eternal fame. Last 
year, 160 Unox hats were 
doled out to participants, but 
expecting a lot more people, 
there are now 500 hats waiting 
for a throbbing or clear head. 
Participation is free of charge 
and everyone is welcome to 
join in. Sponsors of the event 
are Unox, Diveversity and 
MooMba Beach. 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



www.cliviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


The Burrowing Owl... 

Continued from page 1 



Photo by Drs. Greg Peterson 


Everyone in Aruba knows 
our owl. 

We are all proud of it. It 
represents intelligence. 

The whole year round it is 
in Aruba. It never migrates 

It has the support of the 
Foundation ABC 

I did not find another 
country with our owl as their 
national bird. 

In Aruba we have several 
names for our owl: 

* Guardian of the Road, 
Bird of the night, 

* The smart Bird, The 


mysterious Bird etc. 

The points I mentioned 
above are not limited. There 
are many more things to 
mention about our owl 

These points are just a 
start 

What a beautiful gesture it 
would be that in the year we 
celebrate our independency 
(25th year Status Aparte) the 
Government proclaims our 
Owl as the National Bird and 
at the same time state that it 
is an endemic valued pro¬ 
tected specie. 


Renovation of Driving iicense and 
BIZO buiiding complete 



SANTA CRUZ - 
After extensive reno¬ 
vation, the building 
housing the offices of 
the Santa Cruz Police 
Force is finished. 

This is also the loca¬ 
tion of the office for 
obtaining a driver’s 
license and BIZO - 
“Bureau Interne 
Zaken & Onder- 
zoeken” (Bureau of 
Internal Affairs & In¬ 
vestigations). 

The roof of the 
building had severe 
leakage, affecting 
various offices. The 
exterior was quite de¬ 
teriorated and the il¬ 
luminated sign was broken. 
The renovations took several 
weeks due to the necessity of 
filing a petition for the reno¬ 
vation, which also has it own 


extended processing period. 

The public will appreciate 
the improvements when vis¬ 
iting the building for a license 
or other business. The Police 


Force extends its gratitude to¬ 
wards everyone who cooper¬ 
ated in the completion of this 
renovation project. 
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PALM BEACH 


YOUR PLACE TO 


THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 


OPENING HOURS 


Christmas Eve 

December 24 
10:00am - 6:00pm 


Christmas Day 

December 25 
Closed 


Sunday 

December 26 
5:00am - 10:00pm 


REGULAR OPENiNG HOURS 

Monday-Thursday: 10:00am - 10:00pm 


KLIILII / I rnio T - New Year's Eve New Year's Day 

A L L Dece/niber J7 January J 

- - - Shopping * Fine Dining * Jewelry • Kids Fun City • Entertainment • Free Parking 10:00am - 6:00pm Closed 


Sunday 
January 2 
5:00pm - 10:00pm 





^ New species 

The ^Engkey” takes over the Peru, but so 
classroom 


This handout photo taken on December 27, 2010 shows an English-teaching robot (R), 
"Engkey", standing in front of chiidren at an eiementary schooi in Daegu, 240 kms south¬ 
east of Seoui. Aimost 30 robots have started teaching Engiish to youngsters in a South 
Korean city, education officials said on December 28, 2010, in a pilot project designed 
to nurture the nascent robot industry. (AFP PHOTO) 

Ford Adding Automatic Engine Start- 
to All Cars 


Stop 


Ford announced Monday that 
its Auto Start-Stop technol¬ 
ogy, which turns off a car's 
engine when it comes to a 
stop, will be added to non-hy¬ 
brid cars by 2012. 

uto Start-Stop has been 
available on gasoline-electric 
hybrid cars since 2004, and 
will be added to the Ford Es¬ 
cape Hybrid, Fusion Hybrid, 
and Lincoln MKZ Hybrid in 
2011. In 2012, however, the 
feature will also be added to 
non-hybrid vehicles in North 
America. It will be available 
on manual and automatic 
transmission gasoline-pow¬ 
ered cars, as well as Ford's 
dual-clutch six-speed auto¬ 
matic transmission vehicles. 


The new Auto Start-Stop 
for gasoline engines can im¬ 
prove fuel economy by at 
least 4 percent. Ford said. 


That can go as high as 10 per¬ 
cent depending on the vehicle 
size and usage. The technol¬ 
ogy can also reduce tailpipe 
emissions to zero when the 
car is stopped. 

Ford said Auto Start-Stop 
is quiet and seamless. In city 
driving, the engine restarts the 
second a driver's foot leaves 
the brake pedal. A light on the 
dashboard will alert drivers 
when the engine is off, while 
a tachometer will move the 
needle to a green zone. 


LIMA (AFP) - Each year, a 
new bird is found and every 
four years a new mammal dis¬ 
covered in the Peruvian Ama¬ 
zon, a haven for biodiversity 
where conservation and dan¬ 
ger often go hand in hand. 

Although Peru is known 
for its Andes mountain range, 
the Amazon actually covers 
60 percent of the country's 
territory. It is a hotbed of bio¬ 
activity and is home to 
25,000 species of plants — 10 
percent of the world's stock. 

Thanks to the Amazon, 
Peru has the world's second- 
largest bird population (1,800 
species) and is among the top 
five countries for mammals 
(515 species) and reptiles 
(418 species). 

This year alone, scientists 
stumbled upon a previously 
unknown leech and a new 
type of mosquito. 

The animal population has 
grown in recent years, namely 
adding a mini poison dart frog 
with a fire-red head and blue 
legs (Ranitomeya amazonica), 
a purple-throated Sunangel 
hummingbird (Heliangelus 
viola) and a "tyrannosaurus 
leech" with eight teeth (Tyran- 
nobdella reina). 

More than 1,200 new 
species of plants or animals 
have been discovered in 10 
years in the Amazon, accord¬ 
ing to the Worldwide Fund 
for Nature. But paradoxi- 


Two new pokemon games coming to Nintendo 
DS in March 


Pokemon players will soon 
meet new characters in new 
settings in a pair of games set 
to launch this spring. Nin¬ 
tendo on Monday announced 
the March 2011 release of 
"Pokemon White Version" 
and Pokemon Black Version" 
for Nintendo DS. 

Nintendo said that with 
the game, players will en¬ 
counter more than 150 new 


Pokemon characters who can 
be caught and trained then 


unleashed in battle. 

"'Pokemon Black Version' 
and 'Pokemon White Version' 
represent a generational leap 
forward for the renowned se¬ 
ries, delivering an unprece¬ 
dented number of new 
Pokemon to catch, battle, and 
trade," Marc Franklin, direc¬ 
tor of public relations for 
Nintendo America, said in a 
statement. 


abound in 
do threats 

cally, the novel species are 
often discovered during the 
very activities that threaten 
the Amazon the most. 

"Most of these discoveries 
don't happen during scientific 
expeditions, which are often 
costly. They most often come 
when workers are digging ex¬ 
ploration sites for oil, mining 
or lumber companies," said 
WWF Peru's Amazon pro¬ 
gram director Michael Valqui. 

"This type of discovery is 
also simultaneously endan¬ 
gering the species that is 
being discovered in its one 
and only habitat." 

Peru, home to one of the 
biggest forest lands - 700,000 
square kilometers (270,270 
square miles) — is also a mag¬ 
net for resource extraction. 

The number of conces¬ 
sions granted has doubled 
since 2006 to cover 16 per¬ 
cent of the territory, according 
to the Observatory of Mining 
Conflicts in Latin America. 

At the same time, Peru 
boasts of being on the cutting 
edge of conservation, with 15 
percent of its territory under 
protected status. 

"And we're aiming for 30 
percent," said Environment 
Minister Antonio Brack. 

Environmentalists, 
though, worry about the fu¬ 
ture of biodiversity and the 
species living outside these 
protected zones. 

"There are no clear signals 
as to what the country intends 
to do to protect biodiversity," 
said Ivan Lanegra, represen¬ 
tative of the influential gov¬ 
ernment-funded Peruvian 
ombudsman office. 

Gerard Herail of France's 
IRD research and development 
institute in Lima noted that "a 
mining or hydrocarbons firm is 
not innately destructive. The 
key is whether or not it is 
'clean'," or uses cleaner meth¬ 
ods and technologies. 

More species are disap¬ 
pearing than are being dis¬ 
covered around the world, 
noted Ernesto Raez, who 
heads the Sustainable Devel¬ 
opment Center at Cayetano 
Heredia University in Lima. 

"In other words, species 
are disappearing before we 
discover them," he added. 
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Health & Living 


Dieting Resolution Works Best 
When Done in Stages: Expert 



If your New Year’s resolution 
involves losing weight, your 
best chance of success may be 
to divide your goal into small, 
manageable parts that you can 
work on every day, suggests an 
expert. 

"Instead of making the 
number on the scale the focus, 
look for other ways to measure 
success," Stefanie C. Barth- 
mare, a psychotherapist at the 
Methodist Weight Manage¬ 
ment Center at Methodist Hos¬ 
pital in Houston, said in a 
hospital news release. 

When you set your goal, 
take the time to create for 
yourself a vision of what it will 
look like to achieve that goal. 
For example, your goal might 
be to participate in a specific 
activity or to fit into a smaller 
size of pants. The next step is 
to break your goal down into 
segments and gradually begin 
to stop consuming foods that 
are bad for you. 

"Start by cutting down your 
intake of soda from three a day 
to one for the first week, and 
the next week maybe eliminate 
cheese from your sandwiches," 
Barthmare advised. 


"It’s also important to real¬ 
ize that depriving yourself 
never works. By refraining 
from one behavior that you 
know is potentially causing 
weight gain, you will begin to 
accumulate small successes. 
These positive actions and re¬ 
sulting good feelings give you 
the momentum to keep going 
and eventually reach the goal 
you set for yourself" 

Barthmare explained that 
suddenly turning your back on 
all unhealthy foods may work 
for a few days or weeks. But 
when you start thinking about 


how you are restricting your¬ 
self, it’s highly likely that you 
will return to your old eating 
habits and gain even more 
weight. 

"When you don’t come up 
with a plan to lose weight and 
the process is torture, you are 
setting yourself up for failure," 
she warned. "Doing it a little at 
a time will keep you from 
being overwhelmed, and keep 
you on track for keeping the 
pounds off and keeping your 
New Year’s resolution." 



Elderly women choose vegetables from a vendor at Kouganji Temple in Tokyo. East Asia's boom¬ 
ing economies have for years been the envy of the worid, but a shortfaii in one cruciai area - ba¬ 
bies - threatens to render yesterday's tigers toothiess. Some of the worid's iowest birth rates 
iook set to siash iabour forces Asian countries where fewer workers wiii support more retirees 
and their baiiooning heaith care and pension costs. On current trends, Japan's popuiation of 127 
miiiion wiii by 2055 shrivei to 90 miiiion, warns the Nationai institute of Popuiation and Sociai Se¬ 
curity Research. (AFP PHOTO) 


Acute sinusitis 



Acute sinusitis 
(acute rhinosi- 
nusitis) causes 
the cavities 
around your 
nasal passages 
(sinuses) to be¬ 
come inflamed 
and swollen. 

This interferes 
with drainage 
and causes 

mucus to build 
up. 

With acute sinusitis, it may be 
difficult to breathe through 
your nose. The area around 
your eyes and face may feel 
swollen, and you may have 
throbbing facial pain or a 
headache. 

Acute sinusitis is most often 
caused by the common cold. 
Other triggers include bacteria, 
allergies and fungal infections. 
Treatment of acute sinusitis 
depends on the cause. In most 
cases, home remedies are all 
that’s needed. However, per¬ 
sistent sinusitis can lead to se¬ 
rious infections and other 
complications. Sinusitis that 
lasts more than 12 weeks, or 
keeps coming back, is called 
chronic sinusitis. 


■Reduced sense of smell anc 
taste 

■Cough, which may be worse 
at night 

Other signs and symptoms can 
include: 

■Ear pain 

■Headache 

■Sore throat 

■Bad breath (halitosis) 

■Fatigue 

■Fever 

Contact your doctor if you 
have any of the following: 
■Symptoms that don’t improve 
within a few days or symptoms 
that get worse 
■A persistent fever 
■A history of recurrent or 
chronic sinusitis 


Acute sinusitis symptoms 
often include: 

■Drainage of a thick, yellow 
or greenish discharge from the 
nose or down the back of the 
throat 

■Nasal obstruction or conges¬ 
tion, causing difficulty breath¬ 
ing through your nose 
■Pain, tenderness, swelling 
and pressure around your eyes, 
cheeks, nose or forehead 
■Aching in your upper jaw 
and teeth 


See a doctor immediately if 
you have signs or symptoms 
that may indicate a serious in¬ 
fection: 

■Pain or swelling around your 
eyes 

■Swollen forehead 
■Severe headache 
■Confusion 

■Double vision or other vision 

changes 

■Stiff neck 

■Shortness of breath 



T^stc of 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 



• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 



:JKITY! 



(f Malmok-Aruba 


Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 


* Full resort facilities and services 

• Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

- Vacation rental program 


We Invite You Td Visit Our 
Model Villa & Tkiwn Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1sf 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday IZnoon - 4pm 


E-mail; [rLfo@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-m ail: ren ta I s@g old coasta ru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Nobel laureate Liu marks 55th birthday in prison 


BEIJING, China (AFP) - 
Jailed Nobel peace laureate Liu 
Xiaobo marked his 55th birth¬ 
day yesterday in a prison in 
northeast China, prompting re¬ 
newed calls from rights groups 
for his immediate release. 

Liu, a writer and one-time 
professor, was sentenced to 11 
years in prison on Christmas 
Day last year on subversion 
charges after co-authoring 
Charter 08, a bold petition call¬ 
ing for political reform in one- 
party Communist-ruled China. 

He was named the peace 
prize winner in October, spark¬ 


ing fury in Beijing, which 
equated the Oslo-based Nobel 
committee’s decision with en¬ 
couraging crime. A ceremony 
in Liu’s honour was held in the 
Norwegian capital on Decem¬ 
ber 10. 

The Chinese Human Rights 
Defenders (CHRD), an activist 
network based in Hong Kong, 
said it wanted to ’’take this op¬ 
portunity to wish Liu Xiaobo a 
happy birthday and to once 
again call for his immediate 
and unconditional release”. 

The group recalled in a 
statement that Liu was spen¬ 


ding his birthday at the remote 
Jinzhou prison in the north¬ 
eastern province of Liaoning 
for the first time but had not 
been free to celebrate in the 
past two years. 

In 2009, he was in a Beijing 
detention center following his 
sentencing, and in 2008, he 
was under police surveillance 
outside the Chinese capital. 

Rights groups have said 
that family visits to Liu at the 
prison have been suspended, 
despite the fact that a monthly 
visit is guaranteed under Chi¬ 
nese law. 



Liu Xiaobo and his wife Liu Xia 
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^PREMJUy^ 
OPEN BA, 


NEW yEAR'<; EVE 


December 31 


THREE COURSE DINNER 

CREAM OF ASPARAGUS SOUP 


PREMIUM OPEN BAR 


From 9:00 p.m. till *** 


Made with fresh green asparagus, chicken broth, butter, and celery, 
topped with parmesan cheese. 


• Includes 18 oz. Yard glass : 
and all premiunn brands 
from our Bar like Grey Goose, 
Bacardi, Nuvo. Black LabeL etc. 


STUFFED CHICKEN & ROSEHARY SAUCE 


-^Two Chicken breasts stuffed with spinach and wrapped with bacon, 
served with creamy rosemary sauce, mashed potatoes, and mixed greens. 


or 


BULL SHOT STEAK 


REGULAR OPEN BAR 


I0,5oz steak, served with gravy sauce, mashed potatoes and mixed greens. 


From 9:00 p.m. till... 


FRIED ICE CREAM 






Deep fried vanilla ice cream, rolled in cornflakes, topped 

with chocolate syrup, wipped cream, and cherries, ^ DINNER 


• Includes House 
Brands only. 

• Me & Dj 

• LIVE MUSIC! 


^"REGULAR 
^ OPEN BAR 


$50 


FREE BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE (Per couple) 


P-PERSON 


* PRICES PER PERSON, IN USD DOLLARS, NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS, 


RESERVATIONS CALL 8^00 oR W 8196 

T//ERE ARE LfMITEP SEAT! RESERVE NOW. 

J.E. IRAUiQUIN m A - BWIPINS B. AC(!055 FEOM (!AI>I5?0N HOTEL 


OR WRITE TO OMARrafROGSARUBA.COM 


WWW.SEMORFROG5.COM 


iENORFROGSARUBA 


Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families on holiday rentals 




Aruba’s newest and most inno¬ 
vative gated community has 
enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding amenities 
are just what they were looking 
for before considering pur¬ 
chasing property on the island. 
Some owners are using the vil¬ 
las or town homes as vacation 
retreats rather than full time 
and are taking advantage of 
Gold Coast’s rental services to 
turn their investment into 


ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays with 
the family on the island,” 
noted Gold Coast developer 
Fito Crocs. To assist in the de¬ 
mand for more complete facil¬ 
ities for groups and fami- lies, 
famed hotelier Ed Ma-lone has 
been placed in charge of the 
rental program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 


very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can arrange 
maid service, babysitters, 
caterers, airline pick-up and 
drop-off; they even boast a 
shopping service to stock your 
shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spacious, 
offering privacy for parents or 
a few couples. Beautifully ap¬ 
pointed kitchens and bath¬ 
rooms grace each abode; 
barbecues and lounges are pro¬ 
vided for friendly cookouts 
and truly savoring the island 
life. All homes come with 
cable TV, high-speed fiber¬ 


optic Internet connection, indi¬ 
vidual washer/dryer, and are 
fully air-conditioned. Cribs, 
high chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 
rental cars, spa appointments, 
activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are ah part of the pack¬ 
age. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way. Gold Coast seeks to pam¬ 


per their guests while provid¬ 
ing them with the feeling of 
being in a cozy community, 
not the normally bustling re¬ 
sort, particularly experienced 
during the major holidays. If 
you wish an optimal vacation 
experience with great savings, 
visit their website: www.gold- 
coastaruba. com to get ac¬ 
quainted with the community 
and the layout, details and 
availability of accommoda¬ 
tions, or call 586-2200 to talk 
personally to a Gold Coast rep¬ 
resentative. 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Piquance 

5. Lumps 

10. Cribbage 
items 

14. Medicinal 
plant 

15. Street show 

16. Asian sea 

17. Rivers of 
Spain 

18. Spot in Lake 
Superior 

20. Massachu¬ 
setts resort 

22. Electronics 
device 

23. _King’* 

24. Chemical 
ending 

26. John and 
Priscilla 

29. Opal 

33. Androcles’s 
beast 

34. Wont 

36. Aussie critter 

37. Neighbor of 
20 Across 

41. Black cuckoo 

42. Potpourris 

43. Fern. suff. 

44. Circus 
performer 

46. Speechifies 

48. Orangutan, 
e.g. 

49. Employ 

60. Play for time 

63. Part of 

British 

Columbia 

69. Haitrs locale 

61. Sitar piece 

62. Make slow 
progress 

63. _sanctum 

64. Hebrew 
zither 

65. Sounds of 
contempt 

66. Bards 


67. _majeste 

DOWN 

1. Mountain 
pool 

2. Other things, 
to Livy 

3. Lunchtime 

4. Exploit 

5. Masonry 
units 

6. Movie pioneer 

7. Heraldic 
border 

8. Sugar source 

9. Discourse: 
abbr. 

10. Check 
endorsers 

11. Of €m age 

12. Festivity 

13. Weaver’s reed 

19. Rococo 

21. Middy’s org. 

24. _go bragh 


25. Diva Gluck 

26. Climbing 
plant 

27. Type of 
column 

28. Tolkien 
creature 

29. French dance 

30. Stork’s cousin 

31. Praying 
figure 

32. Actor Greene 
34. Early Chinese 

dynasty 

36. Keats works 

38. To-do 

39. Registry 
book: Lat. 

40. Pro vote 
45. Nader and 

Bellamy 


46. Coveted 
awEurds 

47. Automaker’s 
inits. 

49. Still vacant 

50- “Argo” or 
“Pinta” 

61. Singer Turner 

62. Author 

Sholem_ 

63. In _ 

veritas 

54. Top-shelf 

56. Eurasian 
mountain 

66. Posy holder 

57. Selves 

68. Like emeralds 

60. Tuck’s 
partner 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


December 25 - January 1 


Dakota: *001108 FeigusonP* - S.Nj *01 Seiw Seroe P.” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 

HOSPITAL 


Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 


Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


Repsol completes sale 
of Brazilian unit stake 


to Sinopec 


MADRID, Spain (AFP) - 
Spanish energy giant Repsol 
shareholders this week ap¬ 
proved the sale of 40 percent 
of its Brazilian affiliate to 
Sinopec, China’s largest oil 
group, for 7.1 billion dollars 
(5.2 billion euros). 

"The general assembly of 
Repsol Brazil shareholders 
held in Rio de Janeiro today 
approved the capital increase 
of 7.1 billions euros which was 
subscribed in full by Sinopec," 
the Barcelona-based company 
said in a statement. 

"After this operation, Rep¬ 
sol holds 60 percent of shares 
in Repsol Brazil and Sinopec 
the remaining 40 percent," it 
added. 

The deal, which was first 
announced in October, pro¬ 
vides Repsol with funds for de¬ 
velopment of oil fields in 
Brazil. 

Under the agreement Rep¬ 
sol and Sinopec will continue 
with expansion plans in Brazil 
and participate, jointly or sep¬ 
arately, in future rounds of ten¬ 
ders in the country. 



Picture of the Repsol logo 
at the headquarter in 
Madrid, Spain. 

Sinopec is already involved 
in exploration and production 
in more than 20 countries and, 
like other major Chinese oil 
companies, it is seeking over¬ 
seas investments in oil and gas 
resources to meet China’s soar¬ 
ing demand for energy and 
commodities. 

China’s energy consump¬ 
tion has become the world’s 
second largest on the back of 
years of double-digit economic 
growth. 


*** Finance Briefs *** 


A 

AREVA 


PARIS, France (AFP) - The 
French nuclear energy group 
Areva said that its 900-million- 
euro (1.2-billion-dollar) capital 
increase had been carried out. 

The increase,included a 
600-million-euro investment 
by the Kuwait Investment Au¬ 
thority. 

The Kuwaiti sovereign fund 
acquired a 4.8 percent stake in 
Areva, becoming the com¬ 
pany’s third largest share¬ 
holder, following the French 
atomic energy agency and the 
government. 

The French state subscribed 
to the remaining 300 million 
euros. 



PARIS, France (AFP) - The 
chief of French bank Societe 
General said further European 
bank stress tests are not needed 
as their exposure to sovereign 
debt is known. 

The stringency of the Euro¬ 
pean bank stress tests carried 
out in July has been called into 
question by the markets after 
Bank of Ireland and Allied 
Irish Banks passed only to 
need bailouts a few months 
later. 

Of 91 European banks 
tested last July, only seven — 
five in Spain, one in Germany 
and one in Greece — were 
found to be vulnerable to eco¬ 
nomic stress. 


PepsiCo's Russia deal wins Putin's 
blessing 


MOSCOW, Russia (AFP) - 
PepsiCo’s big venture into 
Russia received a major boost 
when Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin gave his blessing to the 
US giant’s takeover of a major 
local juice and dairy firm. 

PepsiCo’s intended pur¬ 
chase of Wimm-Bill-Dann is 
its biggest acquisition outside 
the United States and one of 
the most important deals ever 

struck outside the Russian en- ^ ^ 
ergy sector Soft-drink bottles move along 

The takeover earned a nod production line in a PepsiCo 

of approval from the head of plant not far from 

Moscow in Domodedovo. 



one of the country’s 10 most 
famous brands and listed sev¬ 
eral of its more popular prod¬ 
ucts. 

"This is one of our leading 
players on the soft drink mar¬ 
ket," Putin said. 

News reports said the deal 
was also approved by a cabinet 
commission in charge of for¬ 
eign investments. 

The head of Russia’s anti- 
monopoly unit said in separate 
remarks that all formalities 
should be completed within a 
matter of weeks. 


Russia’s anti-monopoly service 
and still further support from 
the country’s de facto leader 
Putin. 

"This deal’s implementation 
will not only help our partners 
establish themselves on the 
Russian food market, but enter 
the markets of the Common¬ 
wealth of Independent States," 
ITAR-TASS quoted Putin as 
saying. 

He added that PespiCo — 
which was the first US con¬ 
sumer goods company to break 
into the Soviet market in 1973 
— had promised to invest about 
one billion dollars (30 billion 
rubles) in the Russian com¬ 
pany over the next five years. 

"This will help create more 
than one thousand new jobs," 


HELSINKI, Finland(AFP) - 
Finnish-German giant Nokia 
Siemens Networks (NSN) said 
its purchase of Motorola’s 
wireless network infrastructure 
assets would be delayed until 
2011 pending approval from 
Chinese regulators. 

The companies had an¬ 
nounced on July 19 that NSN 
would buy most of Motorola’s 
wireless network infrastructure 
assets for 1.2 billion dollars 
(926 million euros), bolstering 
its ranking as world number 
two in the industry. 

NSN said at the time both 
firms expected to complete the 
deal, which needed regulatory 
approvals, by the end of 2010. 

This week, the Finnish-Ger¬ 
man company said in a state¬ 
ment it now expected "to 
complete its acquisition of the 
majority of Motorola’s public 
carrier wireless network infra- 


said Russia’s former president 
turned premier. 

The acquisition appeared to 
be headed toward formal ap¬ 
proval next month. 

Russia has sought to attract 
new foreign investments as it 
tries to recover from a 2009 fi¬ 
nancial meltdown that derailed 
a modernisation drive intended 
to wean the country off its de¬ 
pendence on energy revenues. 

Putin’s formal approval is 
seen as imperative before any 
company can break into a mar¬ 
ket as lucrative and important 
to Russia as the food and 
drinks sector. 

Putin noted that Wimm- 
Bill-Damm was recently 
named by Forbes magazine as 


structure assets in the first 
quarter of 2011." 

"The transaction has not 
yet received regulatory ap¬ 
proval from the Anti-Monop¬ 
oly Bureau of the Ministry of 
Commerce of China, which is 
continuing its review process," 
the company said, adding "all 
other necessary regulatory 
clearances have been ob¬ 
tained." 

On December 15, the Euro¬ 
pean Commission gave the 
green light to the transaction, 
saying it would "not signifi¬ 
cantly impede effective com¬ 
petition in the European 
Economic Area (EEA) or any 
substantial part of it." 

The deal has also received 
the approval of regulators in 
the United States, Brazil, 
Japan, Russia, South Africa, 
Taiwan and Turkey, NSN said. 


"We are well disposed to¬ 
ward this deal," Igor Artemyev 
said. "I think that we will con¬ 
clude this by January," Interfax 
quoted the anti-monopoly 
chief as saying. 

PepsiCo on December 2 
said that it had agreed to pay 
5.4 billion dollars (4.1 billion 
euros) for Russia’s largest 
dairy and baby food producer. 

The takeover would enable 
PepsiCo to become not only 
the country’s largest food-and- 
beverage business but also ex¬ 
pand further into eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet 
states. 

Wimm-Bill-Dann — named 
in honour of its founder’s love 
for tennis — controls just over 
40 percent of Russia’s juice 
market and 30 percent of the 
dairy market. 

The announced agreement 
envisions PepsiCo taking im¬ 
mediate control of a 66-percent 
stake in Wimm-Bill-Dann for 
3.8 billion dollars. 

The remaining shares are to 
be bought progressively in an 
acquisition that PepsiCo hopes 
will enable it to establish a 30- 
billion-dollar nutrition busi¬ 
ness by 2020. 
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Nokia Siemens says Motorola 
purchase deal delayed to 2011 
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Dinner under the stars and $1 $2 and $3 Bar 

^ou caiKt 
leave Aruba 
without getting 

E ^ ^ * TattooM" 


COUPLE 


PER 


YOU 


YOURSELF 


WHEN 


CALL 


N 


fm 


<3 




^ Pinner UHtierthe stars-rtieH go 
^ native as we take you 
“w to oor secret watering holes 


WWW. arubaadveiitures.coiii 


WWW. arubaadvenfures.coin 


m* QOKm M!! 


Insure a happy New Year by being fireworks smart 
and safe 



The end of the year is a 
time for merriment and joy; 
don’t let the festivities be 
foiled by a injury, which is 
certainly possible with all 
private use of pyrotechnics 
on not only New Year’s 
Eve, but the days prior and 
usually after. A visit to the 
emergency room will cer¬ 
tainly spoil everyone’s hol¬ 
iday spirit and the arrival of 
2011 will be not such a 
welcome event. 

Party decor: 

The greatest hazard at 
holiday time, according to 
the U.S. Fireman’s associa¬ 


tion is open candles, the source 
of an estimated 17,200 domes¬ 
tic fires annual in the U.S. 
Many fire departments have 
launched programs to see them 
eliminated entirely. If you 
must use them, make sure they 
are in stable holders that won’t 
easily be knocked over, and 
never depart your home or go 
to sleep with candles burning. 
The same is true when doing 
your holiday cooking; never 
leave a stove unattended, par¬ 
ticularly when cooking with 
oils or foods with a high fat 
content. If a grease fire starts, 
use an extinguisher or cover 



VISIT OUR MODEL SUITES 

Mon - Fri 8:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M. Sat. 10:00 - 2:00 P.M. 


• J.E. Irausquin Boulevard Palm Beach. ARUBA 
HDMENET. Phone: (297) 525.25.25 Fax: (297) 586.96.96 

Real Estate www.acquaruba.com 



the pot and smother the 
fire, never pour water on 
a grease fire-this will 
only make it spread. 

New Years is a time 
that kids love and moth¬ 
ers dread. Fireworks are 
great fun, but must be 
handled cautiously; each 
year Aruba’s emergency 
room treats patients for 
lost fingers and bums re¬ 
sulting from ill use of 
fireworks. #1 rule: 
NEVER ALLOW A 
CHILD TO USE FIRE¬ 
WORKS UNSUPER¬ 
VISED. Even sparklers 
can reach a temperature 
of 1800 degree Fahren¬ 
heit, so don’t assume 
these are “safe.” 

Always read cautionary 
material and instructions. 
When igniting fireworks, be 
sure to place them on a level 
surface in a stable launcher, 
clear of any combustible mate¬ 
rial and not aimed at any build¬ 
ings. Never hold lit fireworks; 
they may be defective and ex¬ 
plode in your hand. 

Always keep a bucket of 
water or a hose handy; do not 
try to relight a firework that 
has malfunctioned, but hose it 
down thoroughly. Do not look 
down a tube of a large “batata” 
that has not launched after a 
reasonable time; you might 
find out it is only delayed, as 
did one man two years ago, re¬ 
sulting in serious facial bums 
and eye damage. Do not reuse 
fireworks that have been lying 
around since the previous year; 
make sure to use up your sup¬ 
ply and throw away any you 
have leftover. 

Another aspect of Aruba’s 
end of the year enthusiasm for 
fireworks is CONSIDERA¬ 
TION. The entire community 
enjoys those special moments 
surrounding the end of the 
year, from the giant pagaras set 
off by companies at the close 


of business year to the mid¬ 
night frenzy surrounding the 
changing of the calendar. 
However, during the days prior 
to New Year’s Eve, when fire¬ 
works are first sold, and often 
for several days after, incon¬ 
siderate individuals will be dis¬ 
turbing Amba’s tranquility by 
setting off firecrackers through 
the day, night and well into the 
wee hours of the morning. This 
is not the nights set aside for 
merriment and staying up late; 
many people have to get up for 
work the next day and strongly 
resent their sleep intermpted 
by noisy explosions. Parents 
should regulate the use of the 
fireworks and lock them up 
after a certain hour; children 
should not have unlimited ac¬ 
cess to them in any case, for 
the reasons explained above, 
as well as consideration for the 
neighborhood in their use. 

Most fire departments have 
a slogan regarding fireworks: 
“Leave them to the profession¬ 
als!” with very good reason. In 
Aruba they are a tradition, as 
no one can imagine ending the 
old year without a pagara; be 
wise and start the New Year 
right. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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Oaily entertainment 

live belly dance 


Happy Hour 

I M«dit«rran^ ® ' Lw^o^rTce 

beverages haif pnce 


Bring this coupon and get a 
REE SANGRIA with you*"^ 
® dinner ® 


Beach Plaza Mall 586 


Christmas baby 
boy for Alanis 
Morissette 


Oscar nomination baiiots 
sent to voters 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - The 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences this week 
sent out Oscar ballots to its 
members, who will select the 
nominees for Hollywood’s top 
film honors. The academy’s 
5,755 voting members must cast 
their ballots to determine the 
Oscar nominations, which will 
be announced on January 25. 

The 83rd Academy Awards 
show, when the winners will 
made known, is to to be held 
on February 27. 

Completed Oscar nomina¬ 
tion ballots must be sent to the 
professional accounting firm 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers by 
January 14. 

The company tabulates the 
ballots to ’’ensure that all as¬ 



pects of the balloting process 
are conducted with fairness 
and accuracy,” the Academy 
said in a statement. 

Actors James Franco — star 
of Danny Boyle’s latest movie 
”127 Hours” — and ’’Love and 
Other Drugs” star Anne Hath¬ 
away will co-host the 2011 Os¬ 
cars ceremony at Hollywood’s 
Kodak Theater. 

Oprah Winfrey, Sandra Bul¬ 


lock and Halle Berry will also 
be among presenters handing 
out the awards, along with 
2010 best actor Oscar winner 
Jeff Bridges and 1993 best 
supporting actress winner 
Marisa Tomei. 

Berry won best actress in 
2002, while Bridges and Bul¬ 
lock won in 2010 for their 
leading roles in ’’Crazy Heart” 
and ’’The Blind Side,” respec¬ 
tively. 

Winfrey, who was nomi¬ 
nated for an Oscar for her sup¬ 
porting role in the 1985 film 
’’The Color Purple,” recently 
served as the voice of Eudora 
in ’’The Princess and the Frog” 
and was executive producer of 
2010 best picture nominee 
’’Precious.” 



LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP)- Canadian-born singer 
songwriter Alanis Morissette 
got a very special yuletide gift 
with the birth of her first child, 
a baby boy, on Christmas Day, 
her agent told People maga¬ 
zine . 

’’Alanis Morissette and 


Mario ’Souleye’ Treadway wel¬ 
comed the newborn Ever Imre 
Morissette-Treadway, on De¬ 
cember 25th,” the agent was 
quoted as saying. ’’All are 
healthy and happy.” 

The seven-time Grammy 
Award winner Morissette, 36, 
married rapper Treadway, 30, 
earlier this year at their Los 
Angeles home, and announced 
she was pregnant in August. 
She has reportedly sold more 
than 40 million albums world¬ 
wide. 

Previously, she was roman¬ 
tically linked to fellow Cana¬ 
dian, the actor Ryan Reynolds, 
who is currently divorcing US 
actress Scarlett Johansson after 
two years of marriage. 




EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 
with ham & cheese 
*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

Ail egg dishes are served with a choice of: 
white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
‘SWEET CRiPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grand! ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
^SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 


*FRUIT SALAD 
&YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
COLD BEVERAGES 


Elton John and partner become 
parents: report 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Pop 
superstar Elton John and his 
partner David Furnish have be¬ 
come the parents of a baby boy 
born to a surrogate mother in 
California, Us Magazine re¬ 
ported. 

The weekly said the baby, 
named Zachary, was bom De¬ 
cember 25 to a surrogate for 
John, 62, and Furnish, a 48- 
year-old Canadian filmmaker. 

”We are overwhelmed with 
happiness and joy at this very 
special moment,” the singer 
and Furnish were quoted by 
the magazine as saying in a 
joint statement. 

’’Zachary is healthy and 
doing really well, and we are 
very proud and happy parents.” 

John and Furnish married in 
2005 after 12 years together. 

The baby weighed 3.5 kilos 
(seven pounds, 15 ounces), ac¬ 
cording to the report, which 
said the couple would not be 
discussing any details relating 
to the surrogacy arrangements. 


The star tried to adopt a 14- 
month-old boy he met while 
visiting an orphanage in 
Ukraine last year, but his at¬ 
tempt was blocked by govern¬ 
ment regulations. 

Among the first to react to 
the news of the birth was the 
couple’s friend, model and ac¬ 
tress Elizabeth Hurley, who 
wrote on her Twitter page: 
’’Massive congratulations to 
David and Elton on having 
their beautiful son. Can’t wait 
for my first cuddle.” 


John has sold more than 
250 million records in a career 
spanning four decades and the 
singer-songwriter was in¬ 
ducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1994. 

His tribute single to the late 
Princess Diana, ’’Candle in the 
Wind 1997” — a remake of his 
own ’’Candle in the Wind” — 
became a phenomenal global 
success, selling more than 33 
million copies, and John per¬ 
formed it at her funeral. 


Black Swan star Natalie Portman 
pregnant, engaged 



LOS ANGELES, (AFP) - US 
actress Natalie Portman is en¬ 
gaged to marry French ballet 


dancer and choreographer 
Benjamin Millepied and is 
pregnant with his child, her 
publicist told People maga¬ 
zine. 

Portman, 29, met Mille¬ 
pied, the principal dancer of 
the New York Ballet, while 
filming ’’Black Swan,” the 
dance drama that has made her 
a favorite for an Oscar next 
year. 

The actress’s representa¬ 
tives would only confirm that 
she was pregnant and engaged 
without disclosing the date of 


the wedding or where the baby 
will be bom. 

Millepied, born in 1977 in 
the French city of Bordeaux, is 
an internationally-known cho¬ 
reographer who trained Port- 
man and Mila Kunis for their 
roles in Black Swan, and 
danced in it as well. 

Portman’s next film is a ro¬ 
mantic comedy with Ashton 
Kutcher directed by Ivan Reit- 
man, father of Jason Reitman, 
the director of’’Juno” and ”Up 
in the Air.” 
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Balotelli treble puts Man City 
on top 


LONDON (AFP) - Mario 
Balotelli scored a hat-trick as 
Manchester City went top of 
the Premier League, for a 
few hours at least, after a 4-0 
win at home to Aston Villa 
on Tuesday. 

City's crushing win — they 
were 3-0 up before half-time 
against a struggling Villa 
side — saw them climb above 
Manchester United at the 
summit of English football. 

But United will regain top 
spot if they avoid defeat 
away to Birmingham in one 
of Tuesday's late kick-off 
matches. 

"We did a good job," 
Manchester City manager 
Roberto Mancini said. 

And he added that 
Balotelli, his fellow Italian, 
was suffering from under¬ 
standable homesickness after 
reports the striker wanted to 
leave Eastlands. 

"He's only 20-years-old. 
It's the first time he goes out 
of his house. But he's happy, 
maybe missing his family, 
but everything is fine." 

Tottenham Hotspur mean¬ 
while displaced Premier 



Balotelli 


League champions Chelsea 
in the top four after a 2-0 win 
at home to Newcastle. 

England international 
Aaron Lennon's second-half 
goal broke the deadlock at 
White Hart Lane. 

Then, for the second 
match in a row. Spurs were 
reduced to 10 men when 
Younes Kaboul was sent off 
in the 65th minute after his 
head needlessly made con¬ 
tact with Newcastle's Cheik 


Tiote. 

But, as was the case in 
their win over Villa, Spurs 
scored a second goal when a 
man down with in-form 
Wales midfielder Gareth 
Bale netting nine minutes 
from time. 

"We are disappointed with 
the sending off, you don't do 
something that silly, but the 
lads were fantastic after 
that," Spurs boss Harry Red- 
knapp said. 

Blackpool's fairytale first 
season in the Premier League 
continued with a 2-0 win 
away to Sunderland secured 
by striker DJ Campbell's sec¬ 
ond-half double. 

"They amaze me week in 
and week out," Blackpool 
manager Ian Holloway said 
of his side, who have defied 
all pre-season forecasts to be 
in eighth place. 

"We rode our luck a little 
bit but we are absolutely de¬ 
lighted," he added after Black¬ 
pool inflicted Sunderland's 
first home league defeat of the 
season. "I can't thank the lads 
enough for their efforts. I'm on 
cloud nine." 


France's Worley continues giant 
slalom streak 



France's Tessa Worley celebrates her victory in the giant slalom during the women's 
Alpine skiing World cup in Semmering on December 28,2010.Worley won ahead of Ger¬ 
many's Maria Riesch and Kathrin HoelzL(AFP) 

SEMMERING (AFP) 


France's Tessa Worley won 
the women's World Cup 
giant slalom race here on 
Tuesday ahead of German 
duo Maria Riesch and 
Kathrin Hoelzl. 

It was the 21-year-old 
Worley's third successive vic¬ 
tory in the discipline after 
previous wins in Aspen and 
St Moritz, and fifth World 


Cup victory. 

Worley, whose father is 
Australian, led after the first 
run and eventually finished 
with a combined total of 
2min 09.66sec, a massive 
0.62sec ahead of Riesch, with 
Hoelzl a further 0.06sec 
adrift. 

"I'm just so happy for the 
moment, it's brilliant," 
beamed Worley. "I'm going to 


keep going. 

"My skis are more stable, 
and I'm not making many 
mistakes." 

Riesch's second place was 
enough to see her retake the 
lead (658 points) in the over¬ 
all World Cup standings from 
American Lindsey Vonn 
(617), who could only finish 
seventh with 2:11.06, L40sec 
off the pace. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubsili ^*143, Noord, Arubsi 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 

Obama says Vick deserves 
second chance 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama says 
disgraced National Football 
League quarterback Michael 
Vick deserves a second 
chance after serving a jail 
sentence for his involvement 
in a dog-fighting ring. 


White House spokesman 
Bill Burton says the president 
told Philadelphia Eagles 
owner Jeffrey Lurie that peo¬ 
ple in Vick's position should 
be able to contribute to soci¬ 
ety once they have served 
time in jail for their crimes. 

Vick served 18 months 
after being convicted in con¬ 
nection with a dog-fighting 
ring. The president also 
added he condemns the crime 
Vick was charged with. 

Vick signed with Philadel¬ 
phia last year and helped lead 
the Eagles to this year's Na¬ 
tional Football League playoffs. 


Chinese would handle 
snow better: US governor 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
governor of Pennsylvania 
blasted the precautions over 
this week's blizzard as a sign 
of growing US feebleness, 
saying that the Chinese 
would not have flinched at 
the snow. 

"We've become a nation of 
wussies. The Chinese are 
kicking our butts in every¬ 
thing," Ed Rendell, the gov¬ 
ernor of the eastern state, told 
a Philadelphia radio station 
on Monday. 

Rendell was upset about 
the National Football 
League's decision to post¬ 
pone the Philadelphia Eagles' 
home game against the Min¬ 
nesota Vikings scheduled 
Sunday due to forecasts of 
heavy snow in the sixth 
largest US city. 


Philadelphia received up 
to six inches (15 centimeters) 
of snow, less than predicted, 
although other parts of the 
East Coast including New 
York City were blanketed 
with much heavier snowfalls. 

"If this was in China, do 
you think the Chinese would 
have called off the game?" 
Rendell said. 

"The people would have 
been marching down to the 
stadium. They would have 
walked and they would have 
been doing calculus on the 
way down," he told 97.5 The 
Fanatic, a sports station. 

Rendell said that Ameri¬ 
can football, whose regular 
season runs through autumn 
and winter, was meant to be 
played in all weather and that 
fans "can make rational deci¬ 
sions" on whether to come to 
the stadium. 

"I think it goes against 
everything that football's all 
about," Rendell said of the 
cancelation, quipping that 
legendary Green Bay Packers 
coach Vince Lombardi would 
be "spinning in his grave." 



For all your Car Wash needs pi,i,^p available 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 
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GARAGE *• 

Sports Bar and Grill of 

A R V B A gportiViQ U®®** 

Ji 

Open Monday ■ Friday I'OO p.iH./Saiurday€>12 • Sunday 10;?0 a.iH. 


NFL -fall-gafc I^I^Cl every SowdsiY St^artlrtg <S> 1 0:S0 am. 


Defending champs Saints rally to Mavericks' Nowitzki injured 
clinch playoff spot in win over Th under 

K K Reserve Shawn Marion 


ATLANTA, Georgia 
(AFP) - New Orleans 
quarterback Drew 
Brees tossed a six-yard 
touchdown pass to 
Jimmy Graham late in 
the game as the defend¬ 
ing Super Bowl cham¬ 
pions clinched a playoff 
spot by edging Atlanta. 

Brees connected 
with rookie Graham for 
the winning touchdown 
with three minutes, 24 
seconds left to give the 
Saints a 17-14 National 
Football League win 
over the Atlanta Fal¬ 
cons on Monday night. 

"It feels good. We 
punched our ticket to 
the big show," Brees 
said. 

Brees engineered a 13- 
play, 90-yard drive late in the 
game by completing six con¬ 
secutive passes at the Georgia 
Dome stadium. 

"It was a one pass game 
and we had to go 90 yards. 
The guys made the plays 
down the stretch," Brees said. 

Atlanta (12-3) took the 
lead early in the final quarter 
when Chauncey Davis re- 



Drew Brees 

turned an interception 26 
yards for the score. Davis' 
pick was one of two intercep¬ 
tions thrown by Brees in the 
game. 

The Falcons were hoping 
to wrap up their first division 
title with a win Monday. 

Brees completed 35-of-49 
passes for 302 yards for the 
Saints who now have 11 wins 


FOR RENT 


Beautiful house In TankI 
Leendert 

Fully furnished with A/C 
1 Bedr., with patio, 1 Bathr., Living and 
Dining room, Kitchen 
Ciose to Down Town and Hotei area 


Afl. 1.300,- p/m 


(exci: eiectricity) 
call: 5606800 - 7403696 


and four losses and 
avenged a loss to the 
Falcons in the third 
week of the season. 

"I got to hand it to 
our guys," Brees said. 
"They were able to 
avoid negative plays 
and find a way to 
win." 

New Orleans also 
kept their hopes alive 
of clinching a second 
consecutive NFC 
South title. If the 
Saints beat Tampa Bay 
next week and the Fal¬ 
cons lose to Carolina, 
New Orleans win the 
division. 

Matt Ryan com¬ 
peted 15-of-29 passes 
for 148 yards and a 
touchdown for Atlanta, who 
saw an eight-game winning 
streak come to an end with 
loss. 

Atlanta had already 
wrapped up a berth in the 
post-season. 

Michael Turner rushed for 
48 yards on 17 carries. Roddy 
White caught three passes for 
43 yards in the loss. 



OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla¬ 
homa (AFP) - The Dallas 
Mavericks beat Oklahoma 
City 103-93 but not before 
losing star forward Dirk 
Nowitzki to a knee injury that 
kept him out of the game 
from the second quarter. 

Germany's Nowitzki 
scored 13 points before leav¬ 
ing the game with just over 
nine minutes left in the first 
half Dallas officials de¬ 
scribed his condition as a sore 
right knee but didn't go into 
details. 


NBA’s O’Neal fined for 
criticizing officials 

O'Neal has been slapped with 
a 35,000 dollar fine by the 
National Basketball Associa¬ 
tion for criticizing game offi¬ 
cials, the league announced. 

The fine comes after 
O'Neal fouled out of Boston's 
86-78 loss to Orlando in the 
fourth quarter on Saturday. 

O'Neal finished with just 
two points in 13 minutes of 
work and referred to the offi¬ 
cials as "control freaks" in his 
post-game comments. 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Boston O'Neal has now fouled out 

Celtics giant center Shaquille times in his career. 



stepped in for Nowitzki and 
finished with 20 points for 
Dallas who won 17 of their 
past 18 games. Caron Butler 
led the Mavericks with 21 
points. 

DeShawn Stevenson 
scored 12 points for the Mav¬ 
ericks while Jason Kidd fin¬ 
ished with 10 points, 10 
assists and nine rebounds. 

The Mavericks improved 
to 11-1 on the road this sea¬ 
son and 24-5 overall. 

Oklahoma City's Kevin 
Durant scored 28 points — 
one game after scoring 44 
points on Saturday against 
the Denver Nuggets. 

James Harden had 18 for 
the Thunder, who lost their 
second game in a row to the 
Mavericks this season. 

Mavericks coach Rick 
Carlisle, who had minor knee 
surgery, also missed the 
game, leaving assistant coach 
Dwane Casey to lead the 
team. 


FOR 

SALE 


Beautiful 
Specialty - Store 
good concept 


Includes Good Will, some 
stock and furniture 
(Option to add cafe to store 
with coffee, cake etc.) 


I $28,000 I 


Must sell 
Immediately! 

Flexibility and terms no 
problem 

Call: 6610096 

e-mail: 

Iindasanchez520@yahoo.com 
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LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 


Brewers agree to one-year 
deal with Saito 


MILWAUKEE - The Brew¬ 
ers have agreed to terms with 
veteran reliever Takashi Saito 
on a one-year contract, 
adding yet another new arm 
to a pitching staff that has un¬ 
dergone a complete overhaul 
since the calendar turned to 
December. 

Saito's base salary will be 
less than $2 million, but he 
can earn bonuses for games 
finished to push his earnings 
close to the $3.2 million Saito 
pocketed from the Braves in 
2010, when the right-hander 
posted a 2.83 ERA in 56 
games. He will be 41 by 
Opening Day. 

The Brewers' offices are 


closed this week for the holi¬ 
day, so the club will not make 
an official announcement 
about Saito until next week. 
But a baseball source with 
knowledge of the deal con¬ 
firmed it Monday, after the 
news started breaking in Japan. 

"He pitched a lot of eighth 
innings for the Braves, set¬ 
ting up Billy Wagner, and 
[the Brewers] liked that about 
him," the source said. "He's 
almost a Solomon Torres- 
type, the kind of guy with ex¬ 
perience in the late innings 
who could step in and save a 
game when you have three or 
four save opportunities in a 
row. 


PRE-CONSTRUCTION SALE 



JoCCow your T>ream andjind it 3-[ere 



J.E. Irausquin Boulevard, 91 Eagle Beach. ARUBA 
Phone: (297) 525.25.25 Fax: (297) 586.96.96 
Real Estate * info@homenetaruba.eom 


Laxman, bowlers put India in strong 
position 


DURBAN (AFP) - VVS Lax- 
man made a polished 96 be¬ 
fore India's bowlers grabbed 
three wickets to give their 
side the advantage on the 
third day of the second Test 
against South Africa at 
Kingsmead on Tuesday. 

When bad light stopped 
play. South Africa were 111 
for three, still 192 runs short 
of a victory target of 303. 

South African captain 
Graeme Smith made a bel¬ 
ligerent 37 off 38 balls as he 
and Alviro Petersen put on 63 
in even time for the first 
wicket. 

But Smith was out in the 
over before tea and two more 
wickets fell within four balls 


shortly after the interval to 
put India in a strong position 
to level the three-match se¬ 
ries. 

First, though, they will 
have to get past Jacques 
Kallis and AB de Villiers, 
who were unbeaten on 12 and 
17 respectively when the um¬ 
pires called off play. 

Sree Sreesanth took two 
wickets and Harbhajan Singh 
one to dent South African 
hopes of clinching the series 
following their win by an in¬ 
nings and 25 runs in the first 
Test at Centurion. 

Smith went on the attack 
against left-arm opening 
bowler Zaheer Khan, hitting 
two boundaries off the first 


over and taking 12 runs, in¬ 
cluding two more fours, off 
Khan's next over. After con¬ 
ceding another boundary to 
Smith, Khan was taken out of 
the attack after three overs 
which cost 24 runs. 

In a low-scoring match, 
Laxman's score was more 
than double the previous 
highest - his own 38 in the 
first innings. 

The stands with Dhoni and 
Khan were also the best of 
the match to that point, with 
the pitch playing easier than 
on the first two days. 

Laxman batted for 280 
minutes, faced 171 balls and 
hit 12 fours. 
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